
Oracy

Definition: 
The ability to articulate ideas, develop understanding
and engage with others through spoken language.

Why is oracy important?
Empowers children to better understand
themselves, each other and the world around
them. 
Route to social mobility, empowering all students
to find their voice and succeed in school and life. 
Thoughtful and effective communication.
‘Cinderella of literacy’ important but forgotten.

 

What is it? Why is it important?

Likely to be a heavy focus in curriculum review.

The ways in which we communicate

 are changing.

Everything is becoming more digital, which

makes it less accessible to children.

Less conversation at home for children to

hear/engage with.

Emphasis on oracy in 2025 



Key Words
Word detectives - can you find a

word that means....

If you were writing an entry for

the dictionary, what would you

say for....

Can you find a word that means

the same/opposite to...

Ways we can help 

during reading sessions

Hotseating
You/child as a character from

a book. Question them as

characters:

e.g. Cinderella - how did you feel

having to do all the housework?

How did you get home without

your shoe?  

Storytelling Relay
Take it in turns to come up with

a descriptive story line. 

Try and use strong vocabulary

and make it as exciting as you

can. This would be good with

reluctant readers in particular. 

Current Affairs
(be careful with this one!) 

Newsround/First News are great

resources for this. 

Just chatting about the world

around them will help to

develop their conversation skills. 



Sentence Stems
Here are some open ended questions that are
designed to lead to discussion about the book
you are reading together and can also be used

more generally. 

What might be a better word for...

I wonder why...

What If...

That makes me think of...

Can you explain why...

I agree/disagree because...

Tell me more about...



Volunteer Tips
We asked volunteers taking part in our oracy
training for their tips on how to get children talking: 

Do you have any pets? If you could have any pet,
what would you choose and why? 

How did you get to school today? How is 
your day going?

What are you learning at school today?

Did you see the football/rugby? What is 
your favourite hobby/activity?

Make them laugh - overexaggerate
emotion/expression and build on their energy.

What was the best thing that happened to you
this week?

What is the most interesting piece of
information/fact you have learned this week?

Be careful when asking children about their weekend or holiday -
many of the children we work with don’t often go out much. 



Resources

Click any of the links below to find out more:

Webinar download

Newsround

Daily Thunks

Voice 21 - Why Oracy Matters 

First News - FREE

https://vimeo.com/1064264196/fb07c4bbb3?ts=0&share=copy
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/media/ck1phxdl/daily-thunks.pdf
https://voice21.org/why-oracy-matters/
https://voice21.org/why-oracy-matters/
https://www.firstnews.co.uk/

