Phonics

Here is an overview of the phonics training
we ran previously, covering all of the words
you may hear when reading in school.

Why is phonics important?
It helps children to read unknown words
using the purest sounds.

Phonics schemes

Did you know, there are over 44 phonics schemes

across the county?

As volunteers, you are not expected to know the ins
and outs of each scheme. The important thing to
remember is keeping the sounds as pure as you can

e.g. don't add the ‘uh’ sound to letters.

If you need a little extra help, see our video on how to
pronounce each sound. You can find it, alongside

other volunteer resources, on our website.



https://readwithme.org.uk/volunteer-resources/

Words you might

hear in school
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Phonemes Grapheme

The shortest unit of sound: The written version of a sound:
Imagine tiny building blocks of the letters we see on the page. A
sound, the smallest parts that grapheme is a spelling: a letter
make up words. Just like with or group of letters representing
Lego, different combinations of one sound.

phonemes create all the words

we speak.
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Blending Segmenting

A combination of sounds: Breaking down words into their
essentially, reading. You would sounds. Children need to know
blend the phonemes ‘c, ‘a’ and which and how many sounds

‘t' to make cat. are in each word when they first
begin reading. This will help with
spelling.
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Words you might

Read

hear in school
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Blends

A combination of sounds: 2/3
letters where each letter retains

its own sound.

e.g. brag - bris the blend, but
you can hear both theb andr

sound in the word.
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Trigraphs
A combination of sounds: 3
letters making one sound

(phoneme).

pure - ure is the trigraph
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Digraphs
A combination of sounds: 2
letters making one sound

(phoneme).

e.g. chip - ch is the digraph

Split digraphs
Previously known as the ‘magic
e’ - the e at the end of the word
makes the vowel sound long,
rather than short.

e.g. if you read dine without the

split digraph it would sound like

‘dinny’.
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Other features you Rﬁﬁ/

could discuss

Silent Letters

e.g. gnome or knife

Word Family

Words with the same ending sound: ‘at’, ‘cat’
and ‘hat’ are all in the same word family.
They all have similar sounds because of their
shared ending.

CVC words

Consonant-vowel-consonant: The building
blocks of words. Children will begin reading
CVC words in Reception, moving to CCVC
and CVCC words beyond that.

Tricky Words

Also known as ‘common exception words’
Words that can't be sounded out. They
don't follow the normal rules so the children
will need to learn them as individual words.




Tips i)

Here are some tips for if a child is reluctant to read
or needs to take it easier:

\

Use your phonics sheet (in your pack) to create a
treasure hunt - can you find a ‘ch”?

Play ‘Simon says' - can you put your hands on
i‘your h-ea-d and segment the action.

ry sounding out the words in a silly voice.
Model it first and then get the children to try.

over up the other words and reveal each
ound, one at a time.

/ Read the book to them and ask them to follow
. along, pick out a word and ask them which sounds
'\ it contains.




