
KS2 Reading
Techniques

Here is a summary of the training we ran on
Key Stage 2 reading techniques. 

We started by thinking about the importance of
reading and all the benefits it has for children.

Here’s what we came up with in a fun word cloud:
 



Reading Techniques
We asked volunteers taking part in our KS2 training
for their tips on how to get children talking: 

Games: I spy or 20 questions

Drama: Character voices or acting out a
page/paragraph/chapter. 

Retell the story in your own words

Shared Reading: You read a page, they read a
page. 

Compare & Contrast: Has something like this
happened to them? 

Compare & Contrast: Have they read something
similar before? 

Word Hunt: Can you find a word that means....
or can you find the word ‘because’ 



Reading Techniques: 
Scenarios

You are reading with a

child who is struggling with

vocabulary. 

They encounter unfamiliar

words while reading 

a story. 

Word Hunt
Pick out words and discuss their

meaning - use it in other 

sentences to help with

understanding. 

This could also be used for 

sounds or words they 

are finding tricky. 

You’re reading with a Year 3

child who is an avid reader but

needs to develop critical

thinking skills. 

Question and Answer
Pause at various points

and ask open-ended

questions.

 This will help to

encourage the child to

think more deeply about

the characters, plot and

motivations. 

Here are some scenarios and techniques
 that might be helpful.



You are working with a Year 5

child who tends to be passive

during reading sessions and

you’d like them to be more

engaged. 

Shared Reading
Take it in turns to read a page or

paragraph. Encourage them to

read passages they feel

comfortable with to build

confidence. 

You’re reading with a Year 6

student who is beginning to

explore books with more

complex themes 

and characters. 

Question and Answer
Pause at various points and ask

open-ended questions.

 This will help to encourage the

child to think more deeply about

the characters, plot and

motivations. It could also be

helpful to note if there are any

links with their experiences. 

Reading Techniques: 
Scenarios

Here are some more scenarios and techniques
 that might be helpful.



Resources

Reading Statistics Quiz - points are assigned
but they are not published or checked. 

Summary
Many of the techniques used here can be used
in many scenarios. There is no right or wrong. 

The main takeaway is that there is much more
to reading than just reading the words. 

Questioning is critical for deepening
understanding, along with positive

reinforcement for encouraging and boosting the
child’s confidence in reading and themselves. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfISlbVtMDRDwF-5lxdEtw9a3t55Ok310YMX988yfZiUlKGBQ/viewform

