
Volunteer Reader Role Description (Secondary Schools) 

Purpose: 
Teenagers and young people who struggle with reading often lose confidence and motivation, but a small
amount of regular, positive support can make a big difference. As a Volunteer Reader, you’ll work with
secondary students who would benefit from extra encouragement to read more confidently so that they 
can go on to enjoy reading.
 

You’ll meet one or two students once or twice a week for short one-to-one reading sessions during school
hours. Sessions may include reading aloud, discussing books, articles or short texts and exploring reading
linked to pupils’ interests and goals. 
 

Our aim is to build confidence, fluency and enjoyment in reading, supporting students to see reading as a
valuable and achievable skill that will open up opportunities and enhance their life chances.
 

You’ll receive full induction and guidance on how to run sessions and engage students positively. 

Key tasks: 
Commit to one or two half-an-hour sessions per week (mornings or afternoons). 
Support students to improve fluency, comprehension and confidence through shared reading and
discussion. 
Encourage enjoyment of reading and link texts to topics that interest them.
Follow safeguarding and confidentiality guidelines at all times, further information can be found in our
Safeguarding Policy. 
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Please note:
We will ask for two references. This could be a work colleague, a manager, a long-term friend, a
neighbour, an ex-employer, a current or an ex-tutor from school / college / university or someone you
have volunteered with previously. Ideally, one should be someone who has known you in a professional
capacity, but neither should be family members. 
We will need you to complete an enhanced DBS check and provide ID documents to legally prove your
name and identity. The DBS check will need to be completed before volunteering can start. Once
complete and you have received your DBS certificate, we will ask you to register on the DBS Update
Service (this is free of charge). 
You will also need to complete an online Safeguarding Children course as part of your induction and
refresh this training every two years. 

In order for you and the children to get the most out of our sessions, we ask that ideally you commit
to volunteering with us for at least 12 months. 
We do not have an official dress code for volunteers; however, we do ask that clothing should be
sensible, mindful and respectful. 
Schools can be busy and noisy! Please be aware that your reading sessions with the children may not
be based in a quiet location, such as a library. 
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For more information or to find a school near you, please contact our
Volunteer Manager at:

Volunteer@readwithme.org.uk or 07880 288395. 

If you have spoken to a member of the Read With Me team and are ready
to complete the next step, you can find our online registration form here:

www.readwithme.org.uk/vadmin/volunteerRegistration.php 

We provide all volunteers with an induction in school, a named point of contact in the Read With Me team
and on-going training and support during your time as a volunteer with us.  
 
In addition, we regularly receive feedback from our partner schools and will pass this on to our volunteers
so that you can see the impact and the importance of your role. 

Please refer to the FAQ section on our website, our Volunteering Policy and our Volunteer Handbook for
further information. 
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