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Read With Me 

Volunteer Reader Role Description (after school sessions) 

 

Purpose: 

We believe that everyone can help a child learn to read. By volunteering, you’ll play an 

important part in helping local children become confident, enthusiastic readers. 

 

As a volunteer reader, you’ll listen to children read at a dedicated after-school session from 

3.15pm – 4.30pm at a local Family Hub. Each session involves craft activities, chatting, 

reading and encouraging the child, helping them to develop vital communication skills, 

confidence and a love of books. 

All resources will be provided for you.  

We ask that volunteers are fluent in English, have good communication skills and are 

reliable, punctual and consistent.  

 

Key Tasks: 

• Commit to attend to as many after-school sessions as you would like at a local 

Family Hub convenient for you (3.15pm – 4.30pm). 

• Support children individually at their own pace through reading, discussion and 

encouragement. 

• Help children develop confidence and enjoyment in reading. 

• Supporting children with arts / crafts activities. 

• Demonstrate enthusiasm, empathy and patience. 

• Ensure each child leaves the session with a sense of achievement. 

• Follow safeguarding procedures and report any concerns promptly. (Further 

information can be found in our Safeguarding Policy.) 

 

Please note: 

• We will ask for two references. This could be a work colleague, a manager, a long-

term friend, a neighbour, an ex-employer, a current or an ex-tutor from school / 

college / university, or someone you have volunteered with previously. Ideally one 

should be someone who has known you in a professional capacity, but neither should 

be family members. 

• We will need you to complete an enhanced DBS check and provide ID documents to 

legally prove your name and identity. The DBS check will need to be completed 

before volunteering can start. Once complete and you have received your DBS 

certificate, we will ask you to register on the DBS Update Service. (This is free of 

charge.) 
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• You will also need to complete an online Safeguarding Children course as part of 

your induction and refresh this training every two years. 

• We do not have an official dress code for volunteers, however, we do ask that 

clothing should be sensible, mindful and respectful. 

 

Ideally, we would like our volunteers to collaborate effectively with fellow volunteers and 

members of staff who will also be assisting at these sessions. We would also like our 

volunteers to engage members of the public in a friendly and enthusiastic manner to help 

raise awareness about our work. 

We provide all volunteers with a named point of contact in the Read With Me team and on-

going training and support during your time as a volunteer with us.  

 

Please refer to the FAQ section on our website, our Volunteering Policy and our Volunteer 

Handbook for further information. 

 

For more information, please contact: 

        volunteer@readwithme.org.uk  

   https://readwithme.org.uk/vadmin/volunteerRegistration.php  
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